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SUBJECT: SCIENCE OEFICIALS VIEW OE POSSIBLE 

SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT. 

1 . WITH THE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS LESS THAN A WEEK 
AWAY, THE EMBASSY - WITHOUT MAKING ANY ATTEMPTS AT 
PREDICTIONS - SUMMARIZES A FEW VIEWPOINTS OP MIDDLE 
AND SENIOR LEVEL OEFICIALS IN THE FRENCH SCIENCE 

ESTABLISHMENT ON WHAT KIND OP CHANGES IN THAT ESTAB- 
LISHMENT A LEFT VICTORY WOULD BRING. OUR SOURCES 
VARY WIDELY IN THEIR POLITICAL OUTLOOK, PROM CONSERVA- 
TIVE SOCIALIST TO RIGHT WING GAULLIST. BUT WHAT 
EMERGES PROM DIRECT CONVERSATIONS WITH THEM AND 
PASSIVE PARTICIPATION IN SOME OP THEIR CONVERSATIONS 
AMONG THEMSELVES IS THAT THEY ALL THINK A SOCIALIST 
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REGIME WOULD GIVE A HIGHER PRIORITY TO GOVERNMENT 
INVOLVEMENT IN BASIC RESEARCH THAN THE PRESENT ONE. 

THIS OPINION COMES BOTH FROM OFFICIALS WHO CLEARLY 
PAVOR THE SOCIALISTS AND OTHERS VERY MUCH AGAINST THAT 
POLITICAL PERSUASION. THOSE WHO WOULD BE DISAPPOINTED 
BY A SOCIALIST VICTORY PORESEE A CHANGE FROM THE 
INDUSTRY-ORIENTED RESEARCH PURSUED BY SOME PRENCH 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ORGANIZATIONS TO A MORE BASIC AND ABSTRACT TYPE. 

2. AMONG THOSE WHO EORESEE GREAT CHANGES IN THE 
EVENT OE A LEET VICTORY IS A SENIOR OFFICIAL OF 

CENTRE NATIONALE POUR L'EXPLOITATION DES OCEANS (CNEXO). 

HE BELIEVES HIS AGENCY'S PURSUIT OP SUCH PRACTICAL 
GOALS AS MINERAL EXPLORATION AND PISH BREEDING WOULD 
BE REPLACED BY MORE ABSTRACT PROJECTS. MUCH THE SAME 
VIEW WAS EXPRESSED BY A MID-LEVEL OFPICER IN THE 
CENTRE NATIONAL POUR LA RECHERCHE SCIENTIPIQUE (CNRS), 
BUT WITH THE EXACT OPPOSITE PREFERENCE. THIS OPFICIAL'S 
OPINION WAS THAT A SOCIALIST REGIME WOULD PAVOR MORE 
THAN THE PRESENT ONE THE INVOLVEMENT OP THE GOVERNMENT 
IN BASIC, FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH. AND AN OPFICIAL OF 
THE DGRST BELIEVED THAT THE SOCIALISTS WOULD SET UP 
STILL ANOTHER ORGANIZATION TO COORDINATE RESEARCH 
AMONG THE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, OR POSSIBLY EVEN 
ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH A SEPARATE SCIENCE MINISTRY. 

3. THOSE WHO DID NOT EORESEE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES WERE 
TOP LEVEL OFFICIALS OF CNEXO AND OPFICE DE LA RECHERCHE 
SCIENTIFIQUE ET TECHNIQUE D'OUTRE-MER (ORSTOM). THEY 
NOTE THAT SCIENCE AS SUCH IS BARELY MENTIONED IN 
OFPICIAL PARTY LITERATURE AND ANTICIPATE CHANGES ONLY 
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IN PIGUREHEAD POSTS AT THE VERY TOP. 

4. OUR CONTACTS HAD NO VIEWS AT ALL ON COMMUNIST 
SCIENCE POLICY. THEIR ASSUMPTION APPEARS TO BE THAT 
THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY WOULD HAVE NO ROLE IN 
SCIENCE POLICY. 

5. COMMENT: WE TEND NOT TO FORESEE ANY PROFOUND 
CHANGES IN THE GOF SCIENCE ESTABLISHMENT OR IN OUR 
SCIENTIFIC RELATIONS WITH THE GOF UNDER A SOCIALIST 
GOVERNMENT. 

HARTMAN 
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